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ARROW (ART: A RESOURCE FOR RECONCILIATION OVER THE WORLD) 

 
I think when people are able to share something… if they’re able to share one thing, 

they may discover that they can share other things… starting out with something that 

maybe is not threatening you know, something that makes people say, yeah well I 

mean, ‘It’s just drawing’, or ‘It’s just painting’, or ‘It’s just dancing’, something they 

enjoy. Then they get to begin; they find they become friends you know. It’s very 

strange, when you are separated, the funny things that you can believe about others. 

(adapted by Sana Ebrahim from an ARROW SA Q&A session  

with Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu,  

Cape Town, 2006) 

 
ARROW is an arts peace project that was initiated in 2004 by David Oddie, The College of St Mark 

& St John (St Marjon), Plymouth, United Kingdom.  It comprises an emerging network of people, 

organisations and institutions committed to developing the creative arts as a resource for 

reconciliation between people and peoples, the creative transformation of conflict, and the 

promotion of cross cultural dialogue and understanding, and enhancing awareness of the crucial 

reality of our global interdependence.  
 

ARROW was inspired by the work of Desmond Tutu in South Africa, especially the Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission, and the writings of American mediator John Paul Lederach.  Lederach 

(1997: 26) calls for a paradigm shift in our perception of conflict “away from a concern with the 

resolution of issues and towards a frame of reference that focuses on the rebuilding of 

relationships”. ‘Middle Range’ players such as Colleges and Universities are identified as role 

players in reconciliation and conflict transformation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ARROW SA: 

 Interview with Archbishop Emeritus Tutu 2006 
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The work of ARROW began in Durban (KwaZulu-Natal) in 2004 with the DFID funded project 

‘What’s it got to do with me?’  In Durban this project is based at Bechet High school as a weekly 

arts extramural activity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Learners participating represent a cultural diversity predominantly from economically 

disadvantaged backgrounds. The project is co-ordinated by ARROW SA Coordinator, Mary 

Lange assisted by Bechet teachers, Joy Seidle and Richard Mthetwa, and administrated by staff 

and students from the Centre for Culture Communication and Media Studies, University of 

KwaZulu-Natal (CCMS, UKZN). The ARROW SA team includes a cross section of race, 

language, gender, religion and culture. The project introduced the arts (performing and visual) as 

a means of intrapersonal exploration (‘Who am I?’), as well as local, national and international 

interpersonal exploration (‘Who are you?’), with an emphasis on the role that interdependence 

plays in reconciliation and peace. As part of the aforementioned project the ARROW team work-

shopped the storytelling production ‘Enlightening Lightening’ which they performed in Plymouth 

2006 and in Durban for primary, secondary, tertiary students and the local community in 2007.  

 

   

 
 

 

 

 

Mural painted at Bechet High by 

ARROW SA 2005 

ARROW SA ‘Enlightening Lightning’ story telling  peace production 

        Barbican Theatre Plymouth 2006:           Bechet Hall Durban 2007:  

        ARROW SA tour to UK                                                          ARROW performances for Primary Schools 
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The new ongoing project “Playing for peace” builds on the previous peace art project of ARROW 

in Durban, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa and is based on an oral history methodology using 

indigenous games as a springboard. Youth from the participating Durban school, Bechet High, 

engage with creative means of intra- and interpersonal conflict transformation with the emphasis on 

interdependence and intercultural knowledge and contact.  

 

 
 

 

The two year project continues communication towards understanding and peace between 

KwaZulu-Natal youth and their direct communities, namely, Worcester (Western Cape) and 

Welkom, (Northern Cape), as well as international youth and elderly from Kosovo, inner-city 

Plymouth, UK and Palestine.  “Playing for Peace” workshops were held in Worcester, Western 

Cape in March 2008 and in Upington and the Kgalagadi Park the Northern Cape in April 2008. 

Communication between the different ARROW hubs takes place through the internet, exchange of 

visual material.  

 

     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ARROW  ‘Playing for Peace’ workshop Bechet 2008 

ARROW Northern Cape Tour: ‘Playing for Peace’ 

Intercultural and intergenerational drama, games, storytelling and art workshops  

in Upington & Kgalagadi Park with South Roots group and Welkom Kalahari communities 2008 
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ARROW SA was initiated as an outreach project of CCMS, UKZN, but it has also facilitated 

various research projects. Specifically the ARROW SA projects have provided opportunities for 

teaching, learning and research by: Gr 8 to 12 learners and staff at Bechet High School (Who am 

I? 2004-2006; Playing for Peace 2007 ongoing, see www.art-peace.co.uk Bechet diary); 

international students from Oxford University, Winchester University (Hanscomb 2007; Miller 

2008), Hampshire  (Slabaugh 2008) and postgraduate students from CCMS, UKZN (Lange 2004; 

Rasool & Khan 2005;  van Staden et al 2006; Ebrahim & Peters 2008). 

 

  
 

 
 

A second phase of ARROW international has been launched by Marjon Plymouth UK and looks 

forward to: building on the network of hubs from the first phase; addressing recommendations 

made in the ARROW evaluation report (Prentki, 2008); the development of an ARROW journal; an 

international ARROW conference in Plymouth 2009, the expansion of the ARROW programme 

to more Secondary schools in Durban and the establishment of a Southern African ARROW 

network, that would connect South African youth with youth in Mocambique, Botswana, 

Zimbabwe and Namibia. towards peace and reconciliation..  

 

Written by Mary Lange 

ARROW SA Coordinator 

CCMS, UKZN Research Affiliate 

marylange@telkomsa.net 

marylange7@gmail.com 

www.art-peace.co.uk  
+27(0)829527091 
+27(0)31-2662685 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Connecting through poetry: 

ARROW Durban-Plymouth story exchange, 

Sarah Miller, Winchester University 2008 

Using art to challenge negative stereotypes: 

Shooting ARROW Images, 

Karen Peters and Sana Ebrahim,  

CCMS, UKZN; Durban 2008 

 

‘Who am I?’ 

ARROW intrapersonal exploration through visual art.  

Africa Ngobo 2007 


